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BEGIN SUMMARY
G:NERAL AZIMI, MINISVER oF: NAR: ON; INSTRUCW!DN oF SH&H ASKS

ORDER ACCELERATE! DELIVERY OF ONE SQUADRDN OP*FpkES TD IRAN

IN 1972+ REQUEST REFLECTS SHAH'S INCREASING CONCERN:! OVER
SOVIET AMBITIONS IN AREA AND ESPECIALLY THREAT SHAMW SEES TD
IRAN OF FRIENDSHIP TREATY UNDER CONSIDERATIIN BY IRAQ AND ‘USSRe
SHAH RECOGNIZES PROBLEMS THIS POSES FOR US BUT 1S TURNING TO:
USG WITH THIS REQUEST TO GIVE IRAN HIGHER PRIORITY On- Fﬁ'“E
PRODUCTION SCHEDULE BECAUSE HE: REGARDS: US AS MOST DEPEND&BLE
FRIENDe END SUMMARY

ACTION REQUESTEDY COUNTRY TEAM RECOMMENDS US: REVIEW Fe4E:
PRODUCTION LINE AND RESPOND FAVORABLY TO: SHAH'S REQUEST FOR:
16 Fe4ES IN 1972 FROM WHATEVER. SOURCE MAY BE! AVAILABLEe

le ON FEB 24 CHARGE WAS CONVOKED BY MINSTER OF WARs GEN.
REZANUZTMI, ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM SHAHe AZIMI SAID SHAHI MOST'

GEARSL ~© . “ DECLASSIFIED
£ ‘ "7 " PA/HO Department of State
E.O. 12958, as amended

June 21, 2006



Depdrtmenti of State TEI-E | AM

ainkas
PAGE @2 TEHRAN 0116&¢ 2510202

DEEPLY CONCERNED AT TRENDS' IN SECURITY SITUATION IN MIDDLE

EASTs AND EXPECIALLY ON HIS WESTERN BORDERSe US OFFICIALS:
ALREADY AWARE OF SHAH'S CONCERN THROUGH DISCUSSIONS WITH FOREIGN
MINISTER AND OTHER GOl OFFICIALS (SEE RrFTELs), BUT RECENT
DEVELOPMENTS IN IRAQ@ SOVIET RELATIONS 1chua1ve AGREEMENT TO
DELIVER MORE MIGS ANDP OTHER MILITARY EQUIPMENT PLUS INDICATION:
THAT RECENT IRAQI«SQVIET TALKS IN MOSCOW INCLUDED GONSIDERATION
OF FRIENDSHIP TREATY AS WELL AS INCREASED MILITARY COOPERATION
INJECT NEW SENSE' OF WRGENCY IN SHAM'S TIMETABLE FOR MODERNINIZING
AND STRENTHENING MIS ARMED FORCESe MOST SPECIFICALLYs SITUATION
REQUIRED IRAN ACCELERATE ITS MILITARY PROCUREMENT AND WOST PASTI»
CULARLY DELIVERY OF Fe4E AIRCRAFT

2e¢ AZIM!I RECALLED. THAT GOI<HAD REQUESTED DELIVERY OF 16 OF Fe4E
AIRCRAFT NOW ON ORDER BY IRAN (FIRST OF wWICH WAS NOT SCHEDULED -

FOR DELIVERY. UNTIL. AUGUST .1973) BE: ADVANCEDTO CY 1972+ HOW=. -
EVER, GOl HAD RECENTLY BEEN INFORMED BY USG AND MCDONNELL»DOUGLAS:
THAT PRODUCTION LINE FOR IRAN COULD NOT RPT NOT BE ADVANCED Ta

MEET 1972 DELIVERY DATES DESIREDe SHAM WAS MOST DISTURBED, AS.
ADDITION OF Fe4ES IN 1972 WAS VITAL TO IRAN'S SECURITY AT THIS:

TIMEs SHAH HAD DIREETED THAT USG BE ASKEDs IF: PRIDUCTION FOR

IRAN COULD NOT IN FAET BE ADVANCED, TO MAKE REQUESTED Fe4ES
AVAILABLE FROM OTHER SOURCESs SHMAW!S DESIRE: 1S FOR DELIVERY OF Feirs:
IN LOTS OF FOUR DURING JUNE TO DECEwsEn TIMEwFRAME .

3. CHARGE REVIENED RECENT DEVELOPHENfs IN USeIRAN MILITARY
COOPERATIONs INCLUDING EQUIPMENT AND CREDIT: AND STRESSED THAT
RECORD INDICATED WE UNDERSTI0D AND APPRECIATED SHAM'S CONCERNS:
AND DESIRES AND HAD BEEN EXCEPTIONALLY RESPONSIVE TO/ SHAH'S
WISHESes. CURRENTLYs AZIMI'S DEPUTY SENG TOUFANS, WAS: IN: US:

DISCUSSING VERY QUESTION OF ACCLERA?E&»EQU!#MENT ACQUISTION

INCLUDING Fe~4E. '

ACCELERATION OF Fe4E DELIVERY RAISED DIFFICULT '
TECHNICAL AND COST PROBLEMS AS WELL. AS QUESTIONS OF OTHER: COM'
MITMENTS AND PRIORITIES, UNDOUBTEDLY THESE ISSUES WERE BEING
DISCUSSED IN FULL WITH GENe TOUFANIAN TO ENSURE THAT HE WAS COMa.
PLETELY INFORMED OF ROSSIBILITIES AND PROBLEMS: AND REASDONS: FOR
“ANY LIMITATIONS ON MEETING GOl REQUEST' TMAT MIGHT EXISYO GEN.

TOUF ANTAN" PROBABLY WOULD HAVE FULLER P{CTURE%OF StTUATIDN THAN!
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WE NOW HAD IN IRANs

4o AZIMI RESPONDED THAT GOI WAS: BEING: KEPT INFORMED'OF TOUFANS
I AN DXSCUSSIONS) BUT DECISONON FwkE CGULD NOT BE OELKYEDﬂ ’
AZIMI MADE CLEAR SHAH. FELT" ACQUISITTON 3F 16 P-#E AIRCRﬁFT IN
1972 WAS MOST I“PORT!NT IMMEDIATE MILITARY pROBLEM OUTSTANDINGQ .
HE STRESSED SHAH BELIEVED THAT NUMBER REQUIRED WAS: SMALL' IN ‘
RELATION TO US INVENTORY, AND THAT UNSETTLED: SITUATION CONFRONT=-
ING IRAN WARRANTED ACCELERATED' DELIVERY TO IRAN AS AGAINST OTHER
EOSSIBLE DlsPOSITIONS (AS TO EUROPE OR' EVEN USAF) IN SAME TIME:
QAME. .

5e« CHARGE NOTED WE. HOULD TRANSMIT SHAH'S REQUEST TO: NASHING-
TON AND THAT USGs IN SPIRIT OF CLOSE Fnrswosnrb WH1CH MARKED
OUR RELATIONS WOULD MAKE. EVERY EFFDRT TD BE RESPONSIVEs

CHARGE SAID THIS SAME FRIENDSHIP REQUIRED HIM TO SAY, HOWEVER,
THAT ALTHOUGH WE: WOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO MEET SHAM'S:
NEEDS AS SHAH SAW THEM, OUR MILITARY onxssas. AS GDT

KNEWs WERE CONCERNED THAT ACCELERATION OF AIRCRAFT acluisition:
WOULD: STRAIN BSUPPORT AND OPERATIONAL. HANPOW:R oF: 11AF AND COULD
LEAD TO DECREASE. RATH;R THAN INCREASE. IN IIAF: EFFECTIVENESS.
AZIMI REPLIED THAT NWMBER OF AIRCRAFT TO BE DELIVERED HAD BEEN
CLOSELY STUDIED BY I1AF WITH MAAG ASSISTANCEL AND 11AF. WAS! SATISw
FIED THAT SIXTEEN AIRCRAFT REQUESTED COULD BE EFFECTIVELY INTE=~
GRATED INTO. PRESENT FORCE STRUCTURE. AZIMI CLDSED: MEETING BY
ASKING THAT USG ANSWER SHAH'S REQUEST AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE'

6¢ COMMENT« SHAH 18 DEEPLY CONCERNED AT DEVELDPMENTS UVER PAST
YEARS STRENGTHENING SOVIET! INFLUENCE AND PREBENCE IN.HIDEAST AND
INDIAN OCEAN AND. APPEARING TO INDIGRE SUBSTANTIALLW ENL*RGED
SOVIET COMMITMENTS EEGNOHIC AND MILITARY, TO IRAGe HE HAS: CON=-
CLUDED THAY INCREASED PRESENT . DANBGER: REbUIRESIRAN'S FIRST LINE
AIR DEFENSE TO BE BEEBFED~UP NOW RATHER! THAN IN PREVIOUSkY PRD~_
GRAMMED SCHEDULE! STARTING IN EIGMTEEN MDNTHSn THE! NUMBER,.
FREQUENCY AND. TONE OF DEMARCHES ON SUBJECT WE MAVE RECEIVED

18 VIRTUALLY UNPARALLELLED, AND CAN LEAVE NO' DOUBT’ THAT HIM
CONSIDERS ISSUE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE »

7¢ WHETHER WE: FULLY AGREE WITH SHAH!S! CONCERNy WE’ MUST TAKE INTO:
. ACCOUNT THAT REQUEST w==LIKE USG DECISION IN 197@«0N SALE' TD
IRAN OF SEVENTH AND- BIGHTH SQUADRONS OF Fe#El wa HAS BECOME:
_ ANOTHER GUT ISSUE IN SHAH'S MINDe SHAH IS AGAIN' TURNING TO
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USG BECAUSE IN PERIOB: UV ANXIETY SHAH FEELS HE: CAN' LDOK: TD: Us

FOR COOPERATION AND HE HOPES THAT US AS RELIA&LE FRIEND: WILLF
FIND CHANCE :

BE RESPONSIVE: ON MATTER HE CONSIDERS MBGRTANT ,

AND VITAL TO: JRAN'S SECURITY-, THUS: usa _ cﬂNSSDERATION oF! REQUEST
MUST RECOGNIZE! THAT PECISION INVGL\IES uNUSUAL DEGREE! as PQL’ITI-'
CAL IMPORTANCE: RELATED T0O FABRIC: OF usg.em RELATIONS Dgc:s:on
SHOULD ALE&O NOT QVERLBOK OR UNOEREET!MM’E IﬂPORTA’\IEE OF: IR{AN
FOR VITAL: US: NAT]JONAL: INTERES*TS; _

8¢ ACTION Raaussreoc COUNRY TEAM: URGES: THAT usg srve PROMPY
AND SYMPATHMETIC ATTENTION TO SHAH'S REQUEST FOR 1972 DELIVERY
OF F=4E AIRCRAFT2 FROM WHATEVER SOURCES MAY BE AVA:L&D;E ™ BE:.
TAPPED (INCLUDING DELIVERIES 7Q usgr)g, WE' ascoanrzz THAT :
REQUEST MAY RAISE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS, BUT URBE: THAT EVERY AVENUE
BE EXPLORED TO REACH POSITIVE REBPONSE. [T 19 ALSO MQsT IMPOR
TANT THAT COUNTRY TEAM BE. KERT FULLY INFORMED OF PROGRESE AND
PROSPECTS TO ENABLE US CONTINUE TO: MEEYT AND TEMPER SENSE OF
URGENCY .ON SWBJECT WHICH PREVAILS WITHIN' GOl. IF DELAYS OR
BARRIERS TO FULLY FAVORABLE RESPONSE MATERIALIZEs WE TRUST THAT
EVERY EFFQRT WILL BE MADE TO BE AS FORTHCOMING AS PDESIBLE
(EeGe PARTIAL DELIVERY IN [972) AND THAT REREUASIVE RATIONALE.
CAN BE DEVELOPED- TO FULLY EXPLAIN TO SHAH REASONS FOR ANY
SHORTCOMING» IN ORDER TO DIMINISH AS mucn AS PDSSIBLE NEGATIVE:
IMPACTs GP=3 HECK ,
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